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Announcement of the Appointment of Fr Brett O’Neill to the role of Country
Director of Jesuit Refugee Services Australia.

| am delighted to announce the appointment of Fr Brett O'Neill SJ to the role of Country Director
of Jesuit Refugee Service, (JRS) effective from August 15, 2025.

Fr. Brett brings a unique and valuable combination of extensive practical experience and strong
academic qualifications in the field of refugees and migration. He has served with Jesuit Social
Services and held key roles within the Commonwealth Department of Home Affairs. His recent
completion of a PhD—focused on Migration through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching—further
enhances his expertise. In addition, his deep understanding of both the Australian and
international Jesuit communities adds important perspective. Collectively, these experiences align
closely with the mission and strategic direction of JRS, positioning Fr. Brett to make a significant
contribution to its continued growth and impact.

Fr. Brett brings with him a solid foundation in the Ignatian ethos and a profound commitment to
social justice—both of which are core to the mission of the Society of Jesus and central to the work
of JRS.

Fr. Brett will conclude his responsibilities at North Sydney Parish by July 315t and is eagerly looking
forward to stepping into his new role as Country Director.

| would also like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to our staff, volunteers,
board directors, and supporters for their continued dedication to this vital Jesuit ministry.

I am sure you will all join with me in welcoming Fr. Brett to Jesuit Refugee Services.

Yours faithfully,
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